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Research with disease‐related goals, including work on the etiology, 
diagnosis or treatment of physical or mental disease, abnormality, or 
malfunction in human beings or animals, is normally not supported. 
Animal models of such conditions or the development or testing of 
drugs or other procedures for their treatment also are not eligible for 
support. However, research in bioengineering, with diagnosis‐ or 
treatment‐related goals, that applies engineering principles to 
problems in biology and medicine while advancing engineering 
knowledge is eligible for support.

                 
                   
                   

                     
                       
             

             
               
       

Disease‐Related Goals 

Research with disease‐related goals, including work on the etiology,
diagnosis or treatment of physical or mental disease, abnormality, or
malfunction in human beings or animals, is normally not supported.
Animal models of such conditions or the development or testing of
drugs or other procedures for their treatment also are not eligible for
support. However, research in bioengineering, with diagnosis‐ or 
treatment‐related goals, that applies engineering principles to
problems in biology and medicine while advancing engineering
knowledge is eligible for support. 



   

 
       

 
       

NSF Review Criteria
 

Intellectual Merit 
• The potential to advance knowledge
 

Broader Impacts 
• The potential to benefit society
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