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Getting NIH grant funding is all… 

Puppies & kittens, rainbows 
and unicorns, right? 



NIH Research Applications and Awards 1997-2016 

Source: The NIH Data Book (report.nih.gov/nihdatabook) 



NIH Research Applications 2006-2016 
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NIH Research Grants: R01 Applications, Awards & Success Rates 

Source: The NIH Data Book (report.nih.gov/nihdatabook) 

Success rates are 
the percentage 
of  reviewed 
grant 
applications that 
receive funding. 



Book (report.nih.gov/nihdatabook)Source: The NIH Data 

NCI 2016 Submissions/Success Rates by Mechanism 



re·sil·ience 
the capacity to recover 
quickly from difficulties; 
toughness. 



  Source: The NIH Data Book (report.nih.gov/nihdatabook) 

NIH R01 Success Rates 2006-2015 



NCI R01 Success Rates by Type of  Grant 

Source: The NIH Data Book (report.nih.gov/nihdatabook) 
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Not 
Discussed! 



 

 

 

Advice for a Successful Resubmission 

• Carefully read the summary statement. Remember reviewers are selected due to their 
track record of  NIH funding as well as expertise in peer review. 

• Ask your co-investigators/mentor to read the summary statement as well. It would be 
helpful if  one or both have experience with NIH reviews. 

• Contact you Program Director (PD) via email and make an appointment to chat by 
phone about your resubmission. Remember your PD has extensive experience 
interpreting reviewers comments and may have listened to your review/have notes from 
someone who listened. 



 

Resubmission Application Requirements 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/amendedapps.htm 

• You must include an introduction for all resubmission that: 
• summarizes substantial additions, deletions, and changes to the application 

• individual changes do not need to be identified within other application attachments (e.g., do 
not need to bold or italicize changes in Research Strategy) 

• responds to the issues and criticism(s) raised in the summary statement 

• is one page or less in length, unless specified otherwise in the FOA or is 
specified differently on NIH’s table of page limits. 



 

 

Resubmission Policies – can be confusing.. 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-submission-policies/submission-

policies.htm 

• Your first application will be assigned a grant number and have a -01 suffix. If  your 
-01 application is unsuccessful in securing funding, you may resubmit a revision 
application, as specified by the funding opportunity announcement. 

• You must resubmit within 37 months of  the application it follows. Thereafter, the 
application must be submitted as a new application. 

• Your resubmission will have a suffix of  -01A1. 

• If  your -01A1 does not receive funding, you may submit a NEW application which 
is NOT a resubmission ONE TIME and is again given an -01 suffix or an -A0. 



Check the Application Due Dates 

• Make sure you check the funding opportunity announcement (FOA) for due date 
information. 
• Grant applications are due by 5:00 PM local time of  the application organization on 

the specified due date. 
• If  the FOA says “standard dates apply”, refer to the table at 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-submission-policies/due-
dates.htm (example on next slide). 

• Note that renewal/resubmission applications may have different due dates than new 
applications. 



Cycles and Due Dates and Reviews Oh My.. 



Cycles and Due Dates and Reviews Oh My 



 
 

 

Are you a New or Early Stage Investigator? 
https://grants.nih.gov/policy/new_investigators/index.htm 

• There are two designations for New Investigators at NIH. This is automatically 
calculated in your Commons account but you self-report this on your application. 
• Both designations are only for R01 applications. 
• A PI is considered a New Investigator (NI) if they have not received NIH funding for a 

“substantial” NIH Research Award*. 
• An Early Stage Investigator is a NI applying within 10 years of  completing their 

terminal degree or medical residency. 
• In a Multi-PI application all PIs must be meet the definition of  NI for the application to 

be designated as NI or ESI. 

*Permitted awards are R21/R33, SBIR/STTR Fast-Track (R42, UT2, R44, U44), UH2/UH3 



 

New and Early Stage Investigator Policies 

• R01 applications from NI/ESI are clustered in review and reviewers are instructed 
to focus more on the proposed approach than on the track record and preliminary 
data that an Experienced Investigator (EI) might provide. 
• Since 2014, NCI has had a higher fundable range for ESI applications (In FY2017 it 

was higher by 2%) 
• Additional award program for NI/ESI include: Pathway to Independence Award 

(K99-R00) PA-16-193; NIH Director’s New Innovator Award (DP2); NIH
Director’s Early Independence award (DP5) 
• New Investigators have the option for earlier (faster) resubmission. New 

Investigator Resubmission Notice OD-14-050 



 

 

 

New NIH Investigators R01 Success Rates by career 
Stage of Investigator 

In 2008, NIH implemented a 
policy to support New 
Investigators at success rates 
comparable to those for 
established investigators 
submitting new applications, 
of  which Early Stage 
Investigators (ESIs), should 
comprise the majority of the 
New Investigators 
supported. 

Source: The NIH Data Book (report.nih.gov/nihdatabook) 



 

NIH Next Generation Research Initiative 
https://grants.nih.gov/ngri.htm 

• In December 2016, the 21st Century Cures Act becomes law and includes 
policies to encourage earlier independence and increased funding for new 
investigators. 

• Policies are being refined and may include NIH-wide: 
• extension of paylines for Early Stage Investigators 

• Greater emphasis on funding programs for mid-career investigators 

• Special set-aside funding 



Source: The NIH Data Book (report.nih.gov/nihdatabook) 
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