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Scientific Scope of NCI’s  
Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences

 DCCPS aims to reduce risk, incidence, and deaths from cancer as
well as enhance the quality of life for cancer survivors.

 The division conducts and supports an integrated program of the
highest quality genetic, epidemiological, behavioral, social, applied,
and surveillance cancer research.

 DCCPS-funded research aims to understand the causes and
distribution of cancer in populations, support the development and
delivery of effective interventions, and monitor and explain cancer
trends in all segments of the population.

 Central to these activities is the process of synthesis and decision
making that aids in evaluating what has been learned, identifying new
priorities and strategies, and effectively applying research discoveries
to reduce the cancer burden.
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DCCPS Organization and Leadership




Behavioral Research Program
Dr. William Klein, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR




Behavioral Research Program
Dr. Linda Nebeling,  
DEPUTY ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR




Basic Biobehavioral and  
Psychological Sciences
Dr. Paige Green, BRANCH CHIEF




Health Behaviors Research
Dr. Susan Czajkowski, BRANCH CHIEF




Health Communication and  
Informatics Research
Dr. Robin Vanderpool, BRANCH CHIEF




Tobacco Control Research
Dr. Michele Bloch, BRANCH CHIEF




Surveillance Research Program
Dr. Lynne Penberthy, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR




Data Quality, Analysis,  
and Interpretation
Dr. Serban Negoita, BRANCH CHIEF




Surveillance Informatics
Steve Friedman, ACTING BRANCH CHIEF




Data Analytics 
Dr. Angela Mariotto, BRANCH CHIEF




Surveillance Research Program
Dr. Kathleen Cronin,  
DEPUTY ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR




Healthcare Delivery  
Research Program
Dr. Paul Jacobsen, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR




Healthcare Assessment Research
Dr. Paul Doria-Rose, BRANCH CHIEF




Healthcare Delivery  
Research Program
Dr. Janet de Moor,  
DEPUTY ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR




Health Systems and  
Interventions Research
Dr. Sarah Kobrin, BRANCH CHIEF




Risk Factor Assessment
Dr. Jill Reedy, BRANCH CHIEF




Epidemiology and Genomics  
Research Program
Dr. Kathy Helzlsouer, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR




Epidemiology and Genomics  
Research Program
Dr. Emily Harris,  
DEPUTY ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR




Methods and Technologies
Dr. Mukesh Verma, BRANCH CHIEF




Genomic Epidemiology
Dr. Elizabeth Gillanders, BRANCH CHIEF




Clinical and Translational 
Epidemiology
Dr. Andrew Freedman, BRANCH CHIEF




Environmental Epidemiology
Dr. Gary Ellison, BRANCH CHIEF




4 RESEARCH PROGRAMS




Outcomes Research
Dr. Ashley Wilder Smith, BRANCH CHIEF




Office of  
the Director
Dr. Robert Croyle, 
DIRECTOR




Statistical Research  
and Applications 
Dr. Eric Feuer, BRANCH CHIEF




Office of  
the Director
Dr. Shobha Srinivasan,
HEALTH DISPARITIES 
RESEARCH COORDINATOR




Office of Cancer 
Survivorship
Dr. Deborah Mayer,
INTERIM DIRECTOR




Office of  
the Director
Dr. Deborah Winn, 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
On Detail to the Division 
of Cancer Prevention




Office of  
the Director
Dr. David Chambers, 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION SCIENCE
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Goals of cancer prevention

Primary: 
Reduce cancer 
incidence by avoiding 
carcinogen exposure 
and promoting the 
ability to resist 
cancer

Secondary: Limit 
the progression or 
impact of a  
disease process 
leading to cancer 
that has already 
begun

Tertiary:
Mitigate or reducing 
the  impact of 
cancer and the 
consequences of 
cancer treatment

Adapted from: Lippman SM, et al. AACR White Paper: Shaping the Future of Cancer Prevention - A Roadmap 
for Advancing Science and Public Health. Cancer Prev Res (Phila). 2018 Dec;11(12):735-778. 



Scientific Scope of NCI’s  
Division of Cancer Prevention

 Conduct and support research in cancer prevention, early detection, and screening,
and on prevention and management of symptoms and toxicities in cancer patients

 Develop interventions to target cancer pathways in populations that can be
accurately identified as at risk for cancer

 Interventions may be drugs, vaccines, surgery, or behavioral modifications

 Populations at risk may be found using biomarkers or new screening technologies

 Our Cancer Prevention Fellowship Program trains future leaders in the field of cancer
prevention and control
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Goals of cancer prevention and DCCPS and DCP missions

Primary: 
Reduce cancer 
incidence by avoiding 
carcinogen exposure 
and promoting the 
ability to resist 
cancer

Secondary: Limit 
the progression or 
impact of a  
disease process 
leading to cancer 
that has already 
begun

Tertiary:
Mitigate or reducing 
the  impact of 
cancer and the 
consequences of 
cancer treatment

Adapted from: Lippman SM, et al. AACR White Paper: Shaping the Future of Cancer Prevention - A Roadmap 
for Advancing Science and Public Health. Cancer Prev Res (Phila). 2018 Dec;11(12):735-778. 

Determinants of 
behavior and 
behavior change

Implementation 
science

Health care 
delivery

Cancer 
epidemiology

Effectiveness 
of early 
detection 
and 
screening 

Cancer survivorship

Development of chemo-
& immuno-preventive 
agents and trials

Symptom 
management 
for patients 
with cancer

Efficacy of 
early 
detection 
and 
screening

Biomarkers 
for early 
detection 

Cancer 
surveillance

Multi-level 
research

Screening 
trials

Nutritional basic 
science





Funding for Population Science and Prevention Research Grants 
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NCI Board of Scientific Advisors (BSA) Working Group on 
Prevention

 Charge: Given the changing nature and opportunities related to cancer
prevention, screening, and early detection, the BSA will convene a Working
Group to consider how best to utilize the significant, albeit limited, resources
and personnel of NCI in developing and sustaining a cancer prevention and
early detection research program

 Membership: select BSA and NCAB members, as well as individuals with
expertise in prevention, early detection, risk assessment, data science,
technology, clinical informatics, consumer health, basic research, translational
research, and other domains.

 Advises the NCI Board of Scientific Advisors and the NCI Director
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