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Preface
The End of An Era

Monograph 15, entitled Those Who Continue to Smoke: Is Achieving
Abstinence Harder and Do We Need to Change Our Interventions?, marks the
end of an era. It is the last of the original series of Smoking and Tobacco
Control Monographs begun in 1991 under the editorial direction of Donald
R. Shopland, former coordinator for the Smoking and Tobacco Control
Program (STCP) at the National Cancer Institute. From the very inception of
the monograph series, the National Cancer Institute has been extremely
fortunate to have had David M. Burns, M.D., professor of family and
preventive medicine at the University of California at San Diego, serve as
senior scientific editor.

The National Cancer Institute honors the significant contributions of
both these men. Mr. Shopland and Dr. Burns have brought keen insight,
knowledge, creativity, and boundless energy and dedication to the
production of the monographs. Much of the success of this first series of
Smoking and Tobacco Control Monographs can be attributed to the vision and
commitment of these two leaders in the tobacco control community. Their
efforts, and those of the hundreds of other contributors to the first 15
volumes, have laid a solid groundwork for future series.

The National Cancer Institute remains strongly committed to producing
and disseminating state-of-the-science smoking and tobacco control
monographs. The new series will draw from the strengths of the first series
and add several new processes and features to improve the breadth, depth,
and policy relevance of the evidence reviewed. One major goal will be to
provide the most objective and thorough syntheses of research to inform
the ongoing efforts of the National Cancer Institute and the extramural
research and tobacco control communities.

Stephen E. Marcus, Ph.D.
Series Editor, Smoking and Tobacco Control Monographs 
Tobacco Control Research Branch
Behavioral Research Program
Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences
National Cancer Institute
National Institutes of Health
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